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SPBOITAL TOPrcs. 


1. 1925 in Retrospect. 


As the ovtetencing international event ef 1924 was the 
ineuguration of the Daruwe Fian, so the Locerno Treaties will 
stand out pre-eminently es the greatest achievment of the year 
1925. But theush the Fact of Security is of vital importance, 
it should not be thought that the past year wae otherwise barren 
of events of national and international importance, and it is 
proposed here to outline the principal happenings in various 


countries: 


Germany: 
The outstanding event in the internal affairs of Germany was 
the death of her first President, Herr Ebert (Socialist) in 
February, and the consequent slection of Marshal von Hindenburg 
(Nationalist) ty a majority of nearly a million votes in April. 
Herr Luther's Cabinet which took office in February resigned 
in December immadiately after the signing of the Locarno Treaties. 
The Cabinet conssnted to remain in office until its successor had 
been completed; up to the present moment thia has not been done. 
The occuvation of ths Ruhr was brought to a conclusion in 
August, and on December lst, British troops began to leave Cologne 
for Wiesbaden. The report by the Agent-General. for Reparations 
Payments for the first year of the Dawes Plan showed that German 
payments totalled some £50,022,878. 


France. 
The year 1925 has been one of tense anxiety for Francs, who 


has during that time experienced a succession of four governments 
and seven Ministers of Finance. Me Painlevé succeeded M. Herrio: 
in April, and reconstructed his Cabinet in October. He was 
succeeded by M. Briand a few weeks later. Each of these crises 
arose out of the unsatisfactory financial position of the country, 
which has now to face a budget deficit of 5,500,000,000 francs. 
The sama causs provided the raison d'étre for Me Caillaux's rapid 
passage across the political stage, during which he conducted 
temporary negotiations for the settlement of the French debits to 
Britain and Americ2. The year concluded with the introduction 
into the Chamber of a drastic schems of new taxation by M. Downer, 
tne seventh Minister of Finance. 

In colonial affairs, France has been singularly unfortunate, 
for, though both the risings of the Rifi in Morocco in February, 
and of the Druses in Syria (in July) now seem to be under control, 
this was not effected until much loss of life had occurred, and 
in the case of Morocco, until an army of over 100,000 had been 
collected. The year is marked in colonial affairs by the appoint- 
ment of civilians in succession to soldiers as Resident-General. 
in Morocco and High Commissioner in Syria. 


Italy and Spain. 
These two countries have been proceeding in opposite directicns 


along the constitutional highway. In Italy, 1925 has marked the 
supreme triumph of Fascismo over all onposition, culminating in 
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November in the announcement that the Preziter would be responsible 
in future not to Parlianent but to tne King alone. 

In Spain the I‘ilitary Directory gave way in December to a 
mixed Governnent of soldiers and civilians with the Marquis de 
Estella as Prime itinister. The new move is only a partial 
return to constitutionalism. 

In colonial affairs both countries have been successful. 
Spain, by a successful landing at Cebadilla (in September) greatly 
improved her position in Morocco, while Italy, by a Treaty signed 
on December 6th, secured Egyptian recognition of her sovereignty 


over the Jarabub oasis. 


Russia. 
The Soviet countereblast to Locarno was to conclude with 


Turkey a treaty of alliance and strict neutrality in case of war. 
Bolshevist leaders were seriously disturbed by the detaching of 
Germany in the Locarno Treaties from her friendship with Russia, 
initiated in the Rapallo Treaty of 1922. Vigorous propozandist 
efforts ware made in Asia and south-east Europe, resulting in the 
establishzent of a Red Government in Canton and a Comnunist out- 
break in Bulgaria in April, during which the assassination of the 
King was attemoted and the Sofia Cathedral was dynamited, killing 


140 persons. 


China. 
Civil was has waged continuously in China during 1925, 


breaking out with intensified force in October. The Manchurian 
War-Lord, after suffering a severe defeat, crushed his enemies 
just before Christmas, and returned in triumph to Mukden. The 
"Christian" General Feng, comnanding Central Government troops, 
captured Tientsin in December. 

The International Tariff Conference, provided far in the 
Washington Agreement of 1922, met in Peking in October and is 
still in session. 

The "Father of the Chinese Revolution", Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, 
afterwards chief of the Canton Government, died in March. 
rhe United States. 

She principal events of international interest were the 
visits paid to Yashington by Debt-Fundin,; Commissions from Italy, 
Belgium, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Latvia and vrance, 
with all o? whom, except the last, agreements were reacied. 

By the Conference of Jinance Ministers, provided for uncer 
the London (Dawes) Conference of August 24th, held in Paris in 
January, the United States became a participant in the Daves 
scheme of reperation paynients. 

League of 

The ‘two priniipal saatters before the Leazue during the year 
were the losul dispute between Turkey and Great Britain, ultiwstely 
settled in December after tie competence of the Council to cenl 
with the matter as an arbitral body had been confirmed by tlie 
Permanent Court; and the GrecoeLularian frontier dispute, in 


- 


5 which the Council of the League, meeting within sq@en days of the 
firing of the first shct on the frontier, put an immediate stop to 
hostilities which had already begun, and despatched a Commission 
of Inquiry to decide who was to blame. On the report of ihis 
Commission, Greece was ordered to pay Bulgaria an indemnity of 
£45,000. The commendable celerity with which the League acted 


undoubtedly prevented a new Balkan war. 


In looking forward, it must be emphasised that, if tho keynote 
of European policy for 1925 was "Security", so that for 1925 xusi 
necessarily be "Disarmament". For this the League of Nations fas 
already taken preliminary steps, and a Preparatory Comsission fac 
been formed, on which the United States, Germany, Russia and otrers 
have been invited to be represented. 


2. Disarmament Preparations. 


The Protocol of the Locarno Conference (the only document 
to be signed in full by the delegates on October 16th) concluded 
with the two following paragraphs: 

"The representatives of the Governments represented 
here declare their firm conviction that the entry into 
force of these treaties and conventions will.......-hasten 
on effectively the disarmament provided for in Article 8 
of the Covenant of the League of Nations. 

"They undertake to give their sincere co-operation 
to the work relating to disarmament already undertaken by 
the League of Nations, and to seek the realization thereof 
in a general agreement". 

On December 3rd, two days after the formal signature of the 
treaties in question, there met at Gereva a Committee of the Council 
to draw up plans for the preparation of a general disarmament 
conference. During the proceedings of this body, part of which 
were held simultaneously with the 37th session of the Council of the 
League, a certain divergence of opinion was seen between the draft 
procedure desired by Great Britain and France. This however was 
eventually overcome, and the Committee presented a report to the 
Council which was ultimately adopted as a resolution of that body. 

The purpose is to form a Preparatory Commission for a Disarmament 
Conference. This body will be composed of representatives of tho 
States represented on the Council, in addition to which certain 
League members (Bulgaria, Finland, Holland, Poland, Rumania and the 
Serb-Croat-Slovene State) and thethree principal non-members , 
(Germany, Russia and the United States) have been invited. 

A seven-vroint guestionnaire, tpon the result of which the 
agenda of the Conference will be based, has been issued to all 
Governments: 

1. What does the term "armaments" mean, and what are the 

factors that determine a country's power in time of 
war? 
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2. Can the ultimate war-strength of a country be limited, or 
only its peaco~strength? 

3. By what standards, for exagple, nurp sre, length of servico, 
equipment, expenditure, can one cuuntry's armamentep be 
measured against anothers? 

4. Ise there a real distinction between offensive and defensive 
armaments? 

5, On what principle can a sacale of armaments reasonably 
permissable for each country be drawn up, taking into 
account such factors as povulation, resources, situation, 
and the degree of security a country could count on in 
the League Covenant, particularly Article 16, or separate 
agreements entered into with other States? 

6. Can a distinction be drawn between civil and military 
aircraft, and how far do commercial fleets add to naval 
strength? 

7. How far can regional security make regional disarmament 
practicable, or is disarmament impossible unless general? 

The acceptance of ths Leacue members and of Germany, who is 

pledged by the Locarno paragraphs quoted above, to serve on the 
Commission was assured, but thie was not ths ca30 with the United 
States and Russia. In tne first case, however, President Coolidge, 
in a message to Congress dated January 4th, emphasised the 
importance of American participation and asked for an appropriation 
of 350,000 to cover the expenses of such co-operation. It is 
expected that the United States representatives will be Mr. Houghton, 
Anbdassador in London, Mr. Fletcher, Ambassador in Rome, and Mr. Hugh 
Gibson, Minister at Berne. In the case of Russia there is more 
uncertainty, though despute M. Chicherin's emphatic "Never" to 
inquiries as to the possible entry of Russia into the League, the 
Soviet Commissariat for Foreign AfZairs has elicited a statement 
from the Swiss Federal Council that, should Russia send representa- 
tives, they will be received by Switzerland in a friendly spirit. 
This on account of the open quarrel between the two countries owin7 
to the Swiss Government's refusal to send a formal apology to Moscow 
for the assassination of the Soviet delegate Vorovsky to the 
Lausanne Conference. 


3. Political Developments in 
France. 


Since the autumn the French Parliament has been paralized by 
ite inability to find a satisfactory solution to the financial 
protlem and by the obstructive policy of the Socialist Party. The 
political situation has very largely turned upon the various 
financial proposals which have been advanced and rejectod with 
somewhat astonishing rapidity up to the prosent moment. 
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On December 15th, M. Loucheur, the then Minister of Finance, 
resigned after the Finance Committee of the Chamber of Deputies 
has decided to refer back to the Government all the Bills put 


forward by him with the exception of one. 
On December 16th, Ki. Doumer was nominated Minister of Finance. 


Tvo days later an interesting proposal was made by the manufacturers 
of Northern Prance, who offered to pledge their industry as security 
for a loan of ten milliard france in order to stabilize the franc. 
So far, however, no definite steps have followed this proposal. 

On December 19th, M. Doumer outlined his proposals to the 
Cabinet. The Socialist-Radical members of the Cabinet were infloxiblj 
opposeé to the indirect taxation by which M. Doumer wished to balance 
the Budget. By December 27th the Cartel groups, with the exception 
of the Gauche Radical, had come out with a counter-proposal, providing 
for an increase in direct taxation. 

On December 28th, M. Briand issued an important statement to 
the Chamber. He regretted the suggestion that certain Ministers 
might refuse to follow him, but he gave it clearly to be understood 
that if others resigned, he would not. 

On December 29th, the Council of Ministers unenimously decided 
upon a slightly amended form of M. Doumer's proposals. lie Doumer 
proposed to balance the Budget of 1926, to meet the immediate needs 
of the Treasury, and also to effect the repayment of the advances of 
the Banque de France and the redemption of the public debt by the 
following measures. 

Besides fresh economies and the immediate improvement of the 
collection of taxes, there was to be a tax on exports, a tax on 
Bourse transactions, an increase in the price of tobacco, and an 
exceptional and temporary tax on payments, the method of collecting 
which would be established by decree. 

A split in the Cabinet was only avoided by the efforts of h. 
Briand. Some of his colleagues had, during the elections, comaitted 
themselves against the turnover tax. This tax He Doumer hed proposcd 
to double, but in face of onposition he substituted for it the 
"exceptional and temporary tax" which practically doubles it. 

The dissentient Ministers have been temporarily pacified, and 
they together with their colleagues have authorized Me. Doumer to 
lay his proposals before the Chamber and to examine them with the 
Finance Committee as soon as possible. The Government have thus 
succeeded in overcoming the immediate danger whch hung over them and 
over France. 

On January 10th the important Congress of the Socialist Party 
will decide what policy the Party will follow. Coalition with the 
Radicals would re-establish the Cartel more firmly than ever, and 
HM. Doumer's proposals would probably be rejected. If the Congress 
Secides against coalition, the Radicals wili then be tnrown towards 
the Centre, and will be far more inclined to moderate courses. 
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4. The Mosul Settlement. 


The Iraq frontier has been in dispute between Great Britain 
and Turkey from Novomber, 1922, to December, 1925. Tne Leagw of 
Nations Councilsuprvised the last fifteen months of that period. 

If tinerefore the woid is drawn to criticise the Council for delay, 
it should remember that the Council acted as quickly as the disputants 
themselves, and that unlike them it did achieve a settlement at the 
latter end. 

he decision of Necember 16th may be interpreted in two ways. 
It awaris to Iraq precisely that portion of the contested area, south 
of the provisional "Brussels Line" drawn by the Council a year ago, 
which has always been in British occupation. It might thus be 
dismissed with a shrug of the shoulders as the usual consecration 
of a status quo founded on force. 

But it is fair to recall that the British case was not popular; 
as indeed the case of a great Council member against a small none 
Lengue State never can be popular. In effect it is common knowledge 
that the hesitation of the Council was due to the view of a minority 
that the welfare of the ifosul people must be sacrificed to the concil- 
iation of Turkey. However, tha problem was submitted to every 
available test, Council negotiation, neutral inquiry on the spot, 
legal advice, a resident frontier Comnissioner. Every exanination 
only made the essential justice of the British case more clear. 

Indeed the report of General Laidoner, the Esthonian sent by the 
Council to investigate border incidents, was such a damning indictment 
of Turkish administration that it swung the dissidient Council 
delegates into lines. 

The Council award, in this intractable case, was based upon tne 
renorts of its two neutral comaissions, that is to say on the interests 
of the people of the area. This is a rare, almost a new phenomenon 
in frontier settlements. 

The justic2> of the decision is qualified by the abandonment of 
the Christian area north of the Brussels Line to the Turks. The 
Council may well hang its head over this, since it seems probable thrt 
the deportations were in the nature of a demonstration to impress it. 
It did not even wake a recommendation "ad misericordiam" - although 
it may have been honesty that would not waste vain words on the Turks. 

There have been some interesting by-products of the League pro- 
cedure. One is the advisory opinion of the Permanent Court. That 
vody interpreted the nebulous phrases of the Lausanne Treaty ina 
very detinite sense; - a final settlement was the intention, therefore 
the Council decision must be arbitral and must be taken by unanimity 
not counting the dispatants -rotes. This amounts to legislative 
inteurmre cation. It is swech more on the lines of English case-made 
law, tian on those of continental adherence to the wording of a 


Statute or treaty. 
Again tue effect of General Laidoner's report was startling, 


probably most of all to Turkey. For her methods of dealing with 
Christian minorities have been common knowledge for many years; the 
report said nothing new. What was new was an official public 
document, written by the envoy of the Powers, an account which 
could neither be smothered nor blinked. It blew with a cold blast 
of realism into the exhausted atmosphere of diplomatic negotiation. 
It is a changed era in which High Contracting Parties ara forcioly 
reminded that men's lives hang on their tactics, 

The vrompt statement of Sir Austen Chamberlain that Britain was 
anxious to treat with Turkey to render the relations of the two 
countries easier end safer must be welcomed by all. Everyone with 
the slightest knowledge of tne East knows that no settlement would 
ever be reached until Turkey was faced with a fait accompli. She 
came to Geneva to sell a rug; she would have continued haggling till 
Domesday if allowed. But now that the frontier is settled thero is 
some hope that she will accept it, - for a consideration. 

Lastly there i3 the question of British comaitments in Iraq. 

The Council award stipulates that Great Britain will continus the 
mandatory regime for twenty-five years, unless Iraq enters tre 

League in the interval. This changes nothing. Great Britain was 
formally pledged to the Council in September, 1924, to fulfil 
precisely those conditions, save that the term of twentz-five years 
was not named. But the existence of a reasonable stratsgic frontier 
makes it possible for British military expenditure to be reduced to 

a minimum in time of peace, even as it infinitely diminishes the 
likelihood of war. Iraq has gained the chance of peaceful prosperity, 
and we the certainty of honourable evacuation by the frontier decision. 


(Contributed) 


II. NOTES & WEWS. 


The british Government and Hague Convention (No.VI) 

cember 15th, » tae British Foreign Office forwarded 
@ special despatch to H.D.M. Representatives abroad (Miscellanoous, 
No. 19, 1925, Cmd.2664) notifying them of tho decision of the Govern- 
ment to denounce the Hague Convention (No.VI) signed in October, 1907, 
relative to the status of Enemy Merchant Ships at the outbreak of 
hostilities. The reasons for this action are clear, and show that 
the Convention appears wholly to have failed in its object. This is 
largely due to the fact that the wording of the Convention is at 
fault, in that it merely provides that it is desirable that eneny 
merchant ships which were, at the outbreak of hostilities, in an 
enemy port should be allowed to depart within a certain period. The 
result of this was, in the case of the recent war, that days of «race 
were in some cases granted, but in most not; most belligerent govern- 
ments appropriating enemy shipping found in their ports. 
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In ad2ition to this, seventeen of the signatory Powers failed 
to ratify the Convention; Germany and Russia signed and ratified 
it with important reservations, while the United States did not 
sign at all. Hence the decision of the Government to take action 
under Article 10 of the Convention and notify the Netherlands 
Governnent of its denunciation. 


Comnunist Chiefs. 
The new Central Comnittee of the Communist Party of the Union 


of Socialist Soviet Republics, at their first meeting on January 2nd, 
elected the following to be members of the "Political Bureau" of the 
Communist Party: 

Bukharin, Kalinin, Molotov, Rykov, Stalin, Tomsky, Trotsky, 
Voroshilov, and Zinovicff. 

Stalin was appointed Secretary~General of the Communist Party, 
and Evdokimov, Kassiov, Molotov, and Uglanov, Secretaries. 

Bukharin will continue to act as Editor-in-Chief of the Party' 
paper, the Pradva. 


Preparatory Hoondmic _Comnittes. 

Me. Gustave Ador, a former Presigent of the Swiss Confederation 
and now President of the International Red Cross, has accepted the 
chairmanship of the Preparatory Comnittee entrusted by the League 
Council with all preparations for an Ilwternational Economic Con. 
ference. Sir Arthur Balfour, Sir Hubert Llewellyn Smith and Ir. 

L ayton heve agreed to serve as members. 


Prenarato Disarmament Corriission 
Vr. Houghton, United States Ambassador to Great Britain. 


will head the American delegation to the Preparatory Disarmament 
Comission, which is expected to include Hr. Henry Fleteher, Amb- 
assador to Italy and lire Hugh Gibson, Minister at Berne (See page 5) 


French Terms in Morocco. 
The following is an exampls of the guarantees of good behaviour 


exacted by the French in morocco from the submitted tribes. These 
terms were imposed on the Senhaja tribe who recently submitted to 
the French, and mey be taken as typical:- The sacrifice cf one bull 
per ten families (tiis is a common ceremony on the conclusion of 
terms); an undertaking to supply labour for road-making (this 
labour is paid for by the French); the repair, without payment, of 
roads destroyed by the Senhaja while in revolt; the handing over 
of 35 hostages answeratie for the security of French troops in 
Senhaja territory; the giving up of one rifle and of 300 frances per 
family within eight lays, a first payent of 12,000 francs to be 
made imnediately; and an undertaking to sunoly auxiliary forces 
for ~ilitary services in future onerations. 
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Cabinet Changes Abroad. 

In the new Chilean Cabinet, Senor Maximiliano Ibanez is 
Prime “inister and Senor Reltran Mathieu Minister for Foreign 
Affairs e 


The Boxer Indemnity Advisory Comiittece. 
All future payments of the Boxer Indemnity to Great Britiin, 


suspended during the war, are to be expended in China on social 

and educational work under the supervision of a Special Comittee, 
comnosed of eleven persons of whom @hreo are to te Chinese. 

The British members of the Committee are as follovs: Earl Suxton, 
Chairman, Viscount Willingdon, Sir Charles Addis, Sir Wiliiam 
Clark, Sir Christopher Needham, Professor W.E. Soothill, if. S.P. 
Waterlow and Dame Adelaide Anderecon. The Chinese members ere in 
course of veing appointed. The British members of the Committee 
are leaving immediately for China and hope to start work at the 
beginning of March. 

(The Boxer indemnities arose out of the Protocol of September, 1901, 
signed between the Toreign Powers and China on the resumption of 
friendly relations after the Boxer risings cf 1900. According to 
the agreement China has to nay to tue various Governrents concerred 
a sum of 450,000,000 taels (about £67,500,000) over a period of 39 
yecrs. This sum represents the damage done to foreign life and 
property during the rising. Greet Britain has to receive a 
yearly payment amounting te nearly £400,000.) 


Foreign Affairs in the last narliamentary session. 

From the re-assembling of Parliament on November 16th after 
the summer recess to its prorogation on December 22nd, more then 
160 questions were asked on foreign affairs, covering a variety of 
some 55 subjects, of which that to give rise to the greatest 
number of inquiries (23) was Russia. 


III. GENERAL INTEREST. 


BULGARIA. 
Jan. 2nd: Professor Tsankoff, the Bulgarian Prime hinister, 
offered his resignation to the King. bie Liaptcheff accepted 
the offer to form a new Government. 
Jan. 4th; ki. Liaptcheff submitted a list of tha members of 
nis new Catinet to the King. jie Buroff is Ninister for 
Poreign Aficirs. 
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BELGIUN 
~ Jane 7th: The Finance Comnission of the Chamber adopted tho 
Bill ratifying the Washington Agreement for the funding of the 
Belgian debt to the United States. 


CHINA. 
~~ Dece izth: Li Ching-lin defeated Honan troops 40 miles 


south of Tientain. Rail and road communication to Tientsin 
were suspended. 

Dec. 1 14th: Attempts to promote a Canton-liong-kong peace con- 
ferencs met with no result. The Japanese policy of non- 


interference in Chinssa affairs continuss. 
Dec. 15th: Honan trocps wers withdrawn from the Tientsin zone. 


Feng Yu-hsiang's front line was withdrawn 15 miles to Lofa. 
The Japansse War Office decided to dispatch troops from Korea 
to defend the South Manchurian Railway in the vicinity of which 
a collision between hostile Chinese forces is imainent. 
Dece 17th: British, Italian and Netherlands representatives 

of the Judicial Comniseion appointed to examine the question of 
extra-territoriality are cut off in Tientsin and unable to 
attend the opening meeting of the Commission in Peking. 
Dec. 19th: Fighting cccurred in Tientsin. Feng Yu-hsiang 

is anxious to forcc an issue before the cold prevents further 
overations. 
Dec. 21st: Tka Japanese garrison in the railway concession at 
Mukden was increased, but the Chinese Government is exercising 
its normal authority in the city and throughout Manchuria. 
Dec. 22nd: Peitsang fell to Feng Yu-hsiang's forces, who 
are advancing on Tientsin. 


Dec. 
The three judges appointe3 tc inquire into the shooting at 


Shanghai on May 30th issued separate reports. 

Dec. 24th: After heavy fighting, Feng Yu-heiang's troops 
entered Tientsin taking 4,000 prisoners. Casualties are 
estimated at 20,000 for both sides. 

Dec. 25th: Chang Tso-lin defeated Kuo Sung-ling, his former 


subordinate, at Sinminfu. Kuo was taken prisoner and executed: 


the whole of nis forces surrendered, leaving Chang Tso-lin 
master of ltukden. 

Dec. 29th: The Japanese Governnent is withdrawing the troops 
recently dispatchod to ilanchuria. Reporte of the mutilation 
of the body of Kuo Sung-ling iad a damaging effect on Chang 
Tso-lin's nrestige in Japan. 

Dec. 30th: "Little Yeu" (Jisu Shu-taing) the Anfu general, was 
assassinated while on nis way to Tientsin. 

Jan. lat: In spite of the confused 3stxte of China, the customs 
revenue last year exceeded all previous records. Pei-fu is 
reported to be negotiating with tue Canton Governnent. 
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CHINA. | 
Jan. 3rd: The extremist section in Canton are doing their utmost | 
to prevent a settlement of the Canton-Hong-kong dispute. 
Jan. 4th: Hong-kong delegates failed to negotiate a settlement | 
for the cessation of the boycott and strike at Canton, and returned | 

to Hong-kong. 


General Feng Yu-hsiang announced that he was about to retire from 
public life. 

Jan. 7th: It is reported that Wu Peiefu, Sun Chuan-Fang and 
Chang Tso-lin are being avproached with the object of forming a 
Coalition Government. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Jan. ocas An arbitration treaty between Sweden and Czechoslovakia 


was signed in Prague by Dre Benesh and Baron Loewen, the Swedish 
Minister. 


CE. 
Dec. 12th: Criticism of M. Loucheur's Finance Bill continues in | 
the Chamber, and public impatience is evident at the delay thus i] 
caused. The franc reached 133 to the él. | 

ife Chicherin, Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs, and M. 
Rakovsky, Soviet Ambassador in Paris, were the chief guests at ) 


a luncheon given by M- Briand at the Quai d'Orsay. UM. Chicherin 
discussed the question of debts with H. Briand. 

Dec. 14th: The Finance Committee of the Chamber decided to refer 
back to the Government all Bills put forward by M. Loucheur, with 
the exception of the Bill for the repression of tax frauds. 


Dece 15th: M.- Loucheur resigned. 
Dec. 16%h: At a meeting of the Council of Ministers, M. Briand ! 

put forward the nroposal that !". Doumer should be asked to succeed ia 

Me Loucheur as Finance Minister. This was agreed upon, and if. 
Doumer subsequently accepted the position. 

Dece 17t2: An attack wes mado in the Senate on the nolicy pursued 
y Gene>al Sarrail, former French High Com‘issioner in Syria. 

if. Downer is to devote two days to consultations with the Finance 
Corunittees of both Chambers before formulating his finencial 

measures. 

The textile manufacturers of Northern France offered to pledge 
their industry as security for a loan of 10,000,000,000f. in order 
to enable the Government to stabilize the franc. 

A meeting of the French and German delegates engaged in negotia- ij 
tions for a commercial treaty was held in Paris. I 

Dec. 19th: The offer made by textile manufacturers of Northern 

france to nlecge their industry es security for a loan restored a 

measure of confidence in the financial world end led to a recovery 

of the franc. 

The srench and German delegates arrived at a basis of coupronise 
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FRANCE. 


in the negotiations for a Franco-Germwan commercial treaty. 

Dec. 22nd: The attitude of the French Govermisnt towards MM. 
Doumer’s financial proposals is uncertain. Prominent French 
industrial associations published a manifesto stating the remedies 
they would suggest to restore the country's finances. 

Dec. 26th: The French Cabinet are still unable to agree on M. 
Doumer's financial proposals. The Cartel groups in the Chamber 
put forward a counter-proposal for the balancing of the Budget. 
Dec. 28th: M. Briand conferred with various Deputies on the 
situation arising from tho Socialist and Socialist-Radical 
opnosition to M. Doumer's financial proposals, and in a statement 
to the Press, made it clear that he himself would not resign, 
should certain members of his Cabinet feel compglled to do so. 
Dec. 29th: The Council of Ministers unanimously adopted M. 
Doumer's financial proposals in slightly amended form; they are 
to be imrediately submitted to the Chamber. 

Dec. 31st: Details of M. Doumer's proposals for balancing the 
Budsctwere published. The provisional credits for January, 
pending the passing of the 1926 Budget, were passed by the Chember. 
Jan. 6th: H. Bérenger, French Ambassador to the United States, 
lert Paris for Washington with a special mission for the set:ilement 
of the French debt to America. Hopes are entertained in France 
of his receiving more lenient terms from te United States Govern- 
ment than those offered to M. Caillaux. 


GERMANY. 


Dec. 12th: The second and third readings of the Ger. ian-Soviet 

Trade Treaty were taken in the Reichstag, and the Treaty was 

ratified by a large majority. 

No progress is reported in the attempt to form a new Cabinet on 

the lines of a "Grand Coalition". 

Dec. l4th: Herr Kocn, leader of the Democratic Party, accepted 
esident von Hindenburg's invitation to attempt to forw a Cabinet. 

Dec. 16th: Nerr Koq@ drew un a political program, and negotiations 

with other parties to be included in a "Grand Coalition” were 

continued on this basis. 

Dec. 17th: Herr Koch failed to form a "Grand Coalition" owing 

to tne refusal of the Socialists to join. Herr Luther was 

requested to continue in office for tune time being. 

Details of a plot to murder Herr Stresenann, -oreign ilinister, 

were discovered, for nis "betrayal" of Germany at Locarno. 

Dees: 19th: The Reichsrat passed the German Budget for 1925-26, 

which balances with a revenue and exnenditure of 7,419,000,000 

marks ( £370,95C,900). 

Dece <8th. Renresentatives of the Socialist and Centre Parties 


are rergrted to have anprosched Secretcry-Genersl1 of the 
League of Nations with the request that, wien Geroany becime a 
member of the League, preference should be given to isembcra of 
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GERMANY . 


these Parties in choosing Gorman representatives on tho 


Secretariat. 
Dec. 30th: Sir Eric Drummond, Secrcetary-General of the League 
of Nations, is to visit Berlin in January in order to confer 
with the German Foreign Ministry with regard to the entry of 


Germany into the 
Jam... 6th: Efforts to form a new Government have ret with 


no success and the Reichstag, which meets on January 12th, will 
evidently reassemble before a new Government has been formed. 


CE. 

Jan. 3rd: At a banquet given in his honour in Athens, General 
Pangalos announced that in future he would assume entire res- 
ponsibility for the Government of the country and rely solely 
on the power of the army and the national conscience in order 
to save Greece. 

Jan. 4th: In a Press interview, General Pangalos declared that, 
owing to the intransige ice of party leaders, his Government 
would not attempt to cuvime to an understanding wh them, but 
would assume all responsibility for the political situation in 
future. He cannot consider himself bound by previous statements 
nnd obligations. 

Jan. 5th; General Pangalos's manifesto came as a surprise to 
members of lis own Government. All the provincial garrisons 
have signified their adherence to the new regime. 

an; 6th: General Pangelos's Govermnent embarked on a campaign 

of radical economies. Pending the senatorial elections, the 
Government will form a Councii of State, which will function 

as 2. legislative and administrative body. 

Jan. 7th: A difference of opinion hzs arisen between the 

Greek and Turkish delegates on the international comnission 

for the demarcation of the Greco-Turkish boundary, as to the 
ownership of Giaur Ada, an islet in the Maritza Delta. A 
statement of the Greek case is being forwaried to the Intere 
national Court at the Hague. 


Dec. 29th: The text was nublished of the Anglo-Wahabi Asreement 
concluded between Sir Gilbert Clayton on behalf of the Govern~ 
ment of Iraq and His Highness Abdul Aziz ibn Abdul-Rahman al- 
Faisal es Sa'tud, the Wahabi Sultan of Nejd. 


Dece 12th: The Italian Pudget for the yerr 1924-25 s}iows a 
surmlus of 417,000,000 lire {£3,475,000), an increase of 
208,000,000 lire @n tiie estimated surplus. 

Dec. 15th: A mission for tiie szunding of the Italian war debt 
to Great Br.tain, headed by Count Volpi, is to leave Italy for 
London early in January. 

Dec. i?7th: The Italian Chamber ratified the debt-funding 
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ITALY. 
agreement with the United States. 
Dec. 29th: Sir Austen Chamberlain conferred with Signor 


Hussolini at Rapallo. The general political situation in 
Europe was discussed, with special reference to the Soviet- 
Turkish Treaty and Italy's Near Eastern policy. 

Dec. 30th: The meeting of Sir Austen Chamberlain and Signor 
Mussolini at Rapallo caused much satisfaction in Italy. 

Jan. 4th: Death of the Italian Queen-i‘other. 

Tae Fascist Gran? Council at the opening of its January session 
adonted resolutions relating to Fascist policy and the debt 
negotiations in London. 

Jan. 5th; The Italian Debt Commission postponed its cenarture 
for London owing to the death of the Queen~Mother. 

Jan. 7th. The Italian Debt Mission is to leave Rome for London 


on January 12th. 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
Dec. eth: he League Council approved plans for the constit- 


ution of a Preparatory Comvission to prepare the way for a 
Conference on the Reduction of Armaments... Representatives of 
the Unied States, Sovict Russia, Germany, Poland, Rumania, 
Yugoslavia, the Netherlands, Finland and Bulgaria, as well as 
the ten States represented on the League Council are to be 
invited to sit on the Commission. 
Dees 13th: Tewfik Rushdi Bey, chief Turkish deles;ate to the 
ouncil, left Geneva for Paris. The Turkish delewation are 
anxious to gain time while avoiding a rupture in the Mosul 
negotiations. Tne Council is expected to gi an arbitral 
decision upholding the Anglo-~Iraqi case. 
Dec. 14th: Tewfik Rushdi Eey returned to Veneva. No progress 
was reported in the Mosul negotiations. 
The recomnendations of the Rumbold Commission on the Greco- 
Bulgarian incident were adovted alnost in tneir entiety at a 
meeting of the Council. The Bulgarian Foreign Minister, Count 
Kalfoff, accepted the ruling of the Council. 
Dece 15th: The Council approved the vrroposal put forward by 
ance for holding an Economic Conference, for which the way 
will ve orepared by a nreparatory comission. 
Tire Greek Government accepted the Council's decision on the 
Demirkanu incident, but questioned the fairness of the request 
to pey 10,000,000 levas (£15,000) to Bulgaria as compensation 
for military expenses occasioned by the Greek advance. 
Dec. léth: The League Council awarded territory south of the 
BSrusgaels Line to Iraq, on the coudition that the British Govern- 
“ent draws un a new troaty extending her mandate over Iraq for 
another 25 years. The Turkish lJelegation was avsent from the 
meeting, Sut a letter was read from Tewrik Rusndi Bey reaffirming 
his declaration that the Council sas no arbitral powers. 
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
Dec. i?tn: ews of the League's Mosul decision created 
entmuisiasm in Iraq, and had an imnediate salutary effect on 
business in Mosul. Pit 
Dec. 18th: Telegrams thanking lir. Amery for his services 
at Geneva were received at the Foreign Oggfice from the Mayor 
of ijiiosul and various notables. 
Dec. 2ist: The motion in the house of Commons appreving the 
action of the British Goverment in accepting the Irec 
boundary award of the League of Nations Council was carried 
by 239 votes to 4. Labour members withdrew at the opening 
of the debate. 

Jan. 4th: The Prime Minister received a message from the hey 
Prine }‘inister of Iraq exvressing the entire seiisfaction of 
his Government at the League decision to extend the operation i 
of the British mandats over his country. 

Jan. 5th: The Turkish Ambassador, Ahmed Ferid Bey, ied an 
interview with Mr. Baldwin, who in the absence of Sir Austen 
Chamberlain in Italy is conducting negotiations wth Turkey with 
regard to the fyontier of the Mosul vilayet. 


bringing with him Abd-el-Krim's neace proposals. 

Dec. 22nd; Captatn Gordon Canning arrived in Paris with the 
text of a letter fror Abi-el-Krim authorising him to receive 
on his behalf peace terms froin the French and Spanish Govern- 
ments on the basis of those offered last July by the latter. i 
Dec. 24th: General Boichut waa appointed to the supreme Hay 
command of troops in iorocco in succession to General Naulin. | 
Many tribal submissions are reported alog the frontier of the 
French zone, and the Jabala tribes may come to terms with 

Spain if the latter can give adequate protection to them against 
Rifi reprisals. 

The Spanish Government, in an official communique, refused to i 
recognise the authenticity of Captain Gordon Cannings mission ; 
fron Atdeel-Krim. 

Dec. 29th: An Action by native auxiliary forces onened an the 
eastern sector of the French front in Morocco. 


(17)Captain Gordon Canning succeeded in eliciting peace proposals ; 
from Abd-el-Krim. 
Dec. 2ist: Captain Gordon Canning is on his way to Paris, | 


Dec. 30tn: Credits for tho Moroccan campaign (440 million 


francs, i.e. 23,385,000) were voted in the French Chamber. | 
stated that ne would rot negotiate with Abiji-el-Krim 
win already knew tue peace teris drafted earlier in tie year. 
Ti:e policy of dealin, directl, vith t.e insurgent tribes, 


already successful, vould be pursued. 
Jan. 3rd: *. Sterg, Resident-General of the French Protectorate 


in Morocco, lert Paris to resune his duties. 
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REPARATIONS. 


Dec. 12th. A report was issued on the first year's operation 
of the Dawes Plan. The results are described as satisfactory 
by the Agent-General for Reparation Payments. 

Dec. 18th: A meeting of the Reparation Comuiesion was held 

at which the value of receipts of every nature obtained by the 
French, Belgian and Italian Governments between January llth, 
1923 and September lst, 1924, from Germany was fixed, sfter 
the deduction of costs. 


c. Slsts The renunciation of succession to the throne of 
Rumania by H.R.H. Prince Charles of Rumania was accepted, 


and Prince Michael, grandson of the present King, was proclaimed 


heir. 

Jan.4th: The Rumenian Prime Minister read a royel wessaxe to 
Parliasent announcing three Bills to ratify tne acceptance of 
Prince Charles! renunciation, to modify the status of the 
Royal Family, and the constitution of a Regency. 


RYSSTA- 


Dec. 17th: A conference took place between Me Chicherin, 
Soviet Commissar for Yoreign Affairs and Me. Berthelot, Gerisan 
Secretary to the French Ministry for Poreign Afiairs, at which 
the coming negotiations between the two Governments (to open 
in January) were outlined. 
Me Chicherin has a conversation with Tewfik Rusndi Bey, the 
Turkish Hinister for /fomign Affairs, before leaving Paris for 
MOSCOW. The Turco-Soviet Treaty was signed. 
Dec. 19th: if. Chicherin arrived in Berlin and had an interview 
with Herr von Schubert, Permanent Secretary to the Foreign 
Office. 
Dec. 2let+ M. Chicherin called upon Herr Stresemann. In an 
interview with the Geraan Press ne described his Governsuent's 
attitute on current questions. ‘ 
Dec. 22nd: Me Chicherin left Berlin for Ruasia after a 
furtner conversation with Herr Stresemann. Before his 
departure he issued statement through a berlin Communist 
newsvaper, reaffirming the unwillingness of his Government to 
join the League of Nations and condemning the Lea;ue's 
constitution and activity. ; 

c. 25th: Russian troons are renorted to have attacked and 
occupied Afghan posts on an island in the Oxuy 
Whtic passin, through Belgrade, Tewfik Rushdi Bey, Turkish 
Foreign Minister, reported to the Yuxoslav Government I. 
Chicnherin's proposal to open relations rith Yuzo3slevia even 
before the latter's official reco;,nition of Soviet Govern- 
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Dec. Slst: The Corrsunist Congres3 in *‘oscow concluded, arter 
electing a new Central Cormaittee and Central Control Com isasion 
(See Page 9). 

The Swiss Zederal Council lettar to the 
Secreteriat defining the attitude of Switzerland with regard 

to the participation of Soviet Russia in the Disarma.uwent 


Conference. 
Jan. lst: The question of the resumption of commercial relations 


with Soviet Russia @as discussed by the Antwerp Chaiber of 
Comnercee 


See Czechoslovakia. 


SYRIA. 


c. l4th: Hrench operations on largbe scale commuenced 
egoiast tne rebels round Damascus and troops were dispatcied 
from the city in all directions in order to clear the surround- 
ing districts of brigands and set up a cordon round the city. 

ce 15th; de Jouvenel, French sigh Comaissioner, received 
a delegation representing the Druses of tlie Lebenon, who assured 
him of their fidelity to France and tiie #rench mandate. 
Dec. 2lst: News of the League's Mosul decision caused relief 
among French authorities in Syria, where a decision in fevour 
of Turkey would seriously have complicated the boundary question. 
Dec. 2end: Tne outlook in Syria is more hopeful. Sult &n 
Pesha el Atrash is reported to have ordered the suspension of 
fll overations pending his discusdons vith members of the 
Daanscene delewation, of whom 16 were received by M. de Jouvenel. 
Dece 2ord: de Jcouvenel gave a conciliatory reply to the 
Druse peace delegation. 
Dece 27th: The Emir Emin Arslan, who is co-onerating with the 
Damescene delegation in peace negotiations, returned from his 
mission to the Jebel Druse and is hopeful cf reaching a settle- 
mente 
Dece 28th; The neace negotiations conducted by Sultan Pasha 
61 Atraan were troug:t to a standstill, owing to the cttitude 
of Damascene Nationalists to whom the Sultan is bound. The 
Druse demanis would otherwise have been “iet. 
Dece Slst: The outskirts of Damascus were subjected to 
unusually heavy bombardment. Large numbers of irench reinforce- 
ments arrived in Beirut. 
Jane Sr3; At a meeting of chiefa in tie Jebel Druse, sany are 
reported to sve voted ia favour of prommt subsnission to the 
zrench, cut Sultan Pasha el Atrash itecide* to continue the 
Desultory atcacks on D.uascus were driven offi. 
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Dec. 22nd; General Ismet Pasha, the Turkish Prime Linister, inform- 
ed the Grand National Assembly that no announcement on the Leesis's 
Mosul decision would be made before the return of Tswfik Rushdi Ley. 
Dec. 24th: Tewfik Rushdi Bey, on his way from Paris to Angora, 
arrived in Belgrade and conferred with Dr. Nintchitch, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and with the Prime Minister, M. Pashitch. 
Disappointment at the League decision with regard to Mosul is vun- 
abated and the Soviet-Turkish agreement is looked to as the first 
step towards guaranteeing the security of Turkey. 

Dece 29th; The text of the Soviet-Turkish Treaty 3icsmed in Paris 
on December 17?th by Me Chicherin and Tewfik Rushdi Bey, appeared in 


the press. 
Dec. 31st; The Turco-Yugoslav Treaty was ratified simultaneously 


In Angora and Belgrade. 


Jan. 2nd: Anger is felt in Turkey at Bulgaria's sympathy with 
Great Britain over the Mosul dispute, and her lack of enthusiasin 
over her new treaty with Turkey. 


HE JAZ 
Ce st: King Ali abdicated tue Throne of Hejaz und left the 
country for Baghdad via Aden. 


UMETED STATES 
Dec. th: ltr. Kelloge, Secretary of Staie, defended the policy 
pursued by the American Governement in reagrd to war debts. 


Dec. 16th; A debate on the debt policy pursued by the Ancrican 
Government opened in the Senate, in which searching criticism wag 
directed against the agreements already made with six nations, which 
await ratification. 
Dece 17th: A debate opened in the Senate proposing American adherence 
to t Permanent Court of International Justice. 
Dec. 18th; The debate on the World Court continued in the Senate. 
Def. clst: There is every indication that the United States Govern. 
ment will accest tie invitation of the League of Nations to partici- 
pate in the preliminary jisarmament conference ati Geneva. 
Dec: 23rd: It became certain that President Coolidge had decided 
to accept tue invitation to tcke part in the preliminary conference 
on Aisarnament at Geneve. Two irreconcilable inembers of the 
Foreign Afiairs Committee, Senators Borah and :ioses, both anproved of 
this decision. 
Dec. 28th: Owing to failing health, General Persi:ing is to return 
from South Ame®ica, where he has been representing President Coslidge 
as the head of the Tacna-Arica Comnission. 

ce 30th: The suggestion that President Coolidge would withdraw 
from his position as arbitretor in the Tacne-sArica disnuto was 
officially denied in Was_:iiston. 
Jan. 4tn: President Covlidsze, in message to Conzress, requested 
the appropriation of 950,000 "to cover the expenses of partici vrtion" 
in the Preparetory Comission for the Disar:innent Conference. 


Jan. 7th; A party of 36 Chileans were reported to i.ave been attacked 
by Chileans. 
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Iv. LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 


A summary of the discussions of the last meeting of the Council 
of the Lesgue on the threes chief questions before it,, the Greek- 
Bulgarian dispute, ‘osul and tho Disarmament enquiry, appeared in 
the last issue of tna Bulletin. The Council's dscision regarding th3 
iraq frontier is dealt with on another page of thie number. Tio 
importance of these matters has tendod to overshadow the other 
business done by the Council which is, nevertheless, of consideravle 
interest. 


The Economic Conference. 

In prapiration for the Economic Conferonca contamplated by the 
last Assembly, the Council devided to set up a comwsittee consisting 
not of representatives of Govexrnuents, but of persons chosen on 
account of tice experience they have had with the technical organisa- 
tions of the League and the International Labour Organisation, and 
particularly of comercial, industrial and agricultural experté, 
economists, and persons chnle to represent the workers and the 
consumers. Me Gustave Adov, wno presided over the Brussels Financial 
Conference, is to be Chairman of the Economic Preparatory Committee. 
Among others cnosen to serve as inembers are:- England, Sir Artiur 
Nalfour, sir Herbert Llewellyn Smith, and Mr. Layton, Editor of the 
"Economist"; Italy, Signor de Stefani, former Finance Linister, 
Signor Alberto Pirelli, and Signor Ernesto Balloni; France, M. 
Peyerimhoff de Fontenelle, Vice~President of the Central Coal !.ines 
Comnittee of France; Kelgiun, hie Georges Theunis, the former Prime 
Minister, and Canada, Professor H. Shortt. The Committee is expected 
to meet in Tebruary. Its task is to work out plans fér the forth- 
coning conference, and the discussions are to be entirely unrestricted 
Opium in Perria. 

The Council decided to send a Comaission of Inquiry into Persia. 
The opium poppy is grown extensively in that country end is a 
valurble scurce of revenue. The Persian Governnent kas asreed +o 
limit this crop if some other can be substituted for it which will 
be agsprofitarle. The Comission, cf a srenchnan, an 
Italian and an American, recomzended by the +nternational Institute 
at Rome, is to advise the Persian Governuent on this question. Half 
the cost is being contributed by ths Amorican Bureau for Social 
Hygiene, 

Danzig's “igh Commissioner. 

Dr. van Hamel, Director of the Legal Section of the Secretariat. 
was appointed by the Council as the new High Comsissioner of Danzig 
for three years in succession to lir. M.S. Macdonnell. Dre van 
Hamel is a Dutchman. Hitherto this post has been filled by Dnglish- 
mene 
Reconstruction. 

renorts received by the Council on the »wrogress of reconste 
ruction schemes in Austria, Lun.ary and Greece were entirely satis- 
factory. Tie neriod of the Leasue's control over Austria's 
finances is now ended, and the Comnissioner-General, Dr. Zimmerman, 
attended the Council for the last time in that capacity. Thanks 
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to the League's efforts, tie financial position of Hungary has 
rapidly improved and it is anticipated that the League's work 
there will be completed very shortly. 

Minoritios. 

The minority questions disalt with by the Council were relatively 
unimportant. One was a complaint that the Jews in Hungary were 
penalised by restrictions which made it difficult for them to enter 
the universities. In view of a statement made to the Council by 
the Hungarian Minister of Education that his Government had decided 
to amend the law whan the situation was more stable, the Council 
resolved to take na action at the moment. 


Locarno and the re Oe 
An outstanding incident during the Council was the handing over, 
by Sir Austen Chamberlain, to the Secretary-General of the Leagus the 


original copies of the Locarno Treaties for registration. They are 
to be preserved in the League's archives. The speeches, mado by 
the members of the Council which followed, emphasised the intimate 
association between the Treaties and the Leazue. 
Germany's Entry. 

Sir Eric Drummond is to visit Berlin about the middle of this 
month to confer with the Gernan Foreign Vinister regarding Germany's 
entry thto the Lea,us. 


(By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union) 
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Vv. FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


JANUARY 13TH Supervisory Comission. Genevae 
JANUARY 15TH. Meeting cf tke Permanent 


International Comrission of 
the International Chamber of 
Commerce for the Protection 


of Industrial Property. Paris. | 
JANUARY 20TH. 2nd Meeting of tha Armenian 
Settlemens Commission. Geneva. 
J AUARY 25TH. Sub-Committee for Inlend | 
Navigation and Iranspert by 
Rail. Genevae | 
FEBRUARY 1ST. International Sleeping Sickness 
Commission. Entebbi, 
Uganda. | 
FEBRUARY SRD. Internetional Elbe Comnission. Dresden. | | 
FEBRUARY 15TH. Preparetory Comission for the at | 
Disarmarent Conference. Geneva. 
FEBRUARY 16TH. Permanent Advisory Commission 
for Military, Naval and Air i 
Questions. Genevae 
FEPRUARY 22ND. Interchange of Municipal 
Health Officers. London. 
FEBRUARY 24TH. Supervisory Commission. Geneva. 
MARCH ? Econonic and Financial 
Comnittec. Geneva. | 
MARCE 8TH. 38th Session of the Loague 
Council, Geneva. | 
WARCH 22ND. Advisory Comuission for the 4) | 
Frovection and Welf=re of 
Cnileren ani Young Peonle. Geneve. } 
MARCH 27TT. Intorthange- of Health 
Officers. Darnark. 
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SPECIAL SUPPLELENT 
TO 
VOL.II. No.l. 
BULLETIN OL INTERNATIONAL NEWS. 
JANUARY 11.1926, 


THE SOVIET-TURKISH 
WITH BY 
BUROPA. 


NB. The writer of this commentary has just 
returned from a lengthy visit to Russia 
and is thoroughly informed on the subject 
of Soviet foreign affairs. 
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The Soviet-Turkish Agreement 


oY 
Buropa 


The Soviet-lurkish Agreement signed on December 
17th last was not a surprise in well informed circles, 
As late as last July whon the Mosul question was pre- 
occupying Angora and when the security pact negotiations 
were becoming sufficiently advanced to alarm Moscow, the 
Turkish and Soviet Governments were reported to be drawing 
closer and closer together, Then in October the Locarno 
Agreements were signed. At the beginning of December ai 
Turkey received a serious - and possibly to a degree | 
unjustifiable - setback at Geneva. Simultaneously Hr. 
Chicherin was completing his trio in Western Europe and 
had achieved no marked diplomatic success. ‘There is 
little wonder, as a result, that two visits made by 
Tewfik Rushdi Bey to the Soviet Embassy in Paris led to 
the signature of an agreement already in a very advanced 
form. 

The only real surprise about this agreement is 
that it did not come sooner. It might have been useful 


to Turkey at Geneva, and certainly Moscow would not object 


} 
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to causing the League difficulties at an embarrassing noment. 
But instead of receiving the active support of Moscow at 
Geneva, it igs known that several Turkish diplomats were 
really becoming alarmed about revorts of a secret agreement 
setween the Moscow end Mussolini Governments directed ageinst 
turkey. It is true that last October Mussolini hastily 
summoned several of his foreign service officials to Rone ; 
to discuss the Russian situation. But there is much reason : 
to believe that matters quite the contrary of an alliance 
were discussed. 

Up to the time of the Mosul decision it is believed 
that loscow had more reason to be suspicious of Angora than 
vice versa. The Georgian uprising, reported to have 
received much insyiration and some funds in Paris, occurred 
little over @ year ago. The relation of Turkey to that — 
incident, as well as to certain previous happenings in the 
Transcaucasian Republics, may be important even at present. 
Then it may be relevant to mention that last year a Polish 
military mission went to Angora and a Turkish mission 
returned the visit. Finally, it would be a legitimate cause 
of surprise if we were to be told that the flirtatious 
Little Entente under the guidance of Mr Benes, who has not ! 
been known to feel very kindly disposed toward Moscow, has 


never made advances in the direction of Angora. 


BS 
Whatever the full history siay be, we now nave the 


+ 


published text of a Soviet-furkish agreement. het us 
use practical exauplos to illvsirste what this text saye. 
First, if Great Britein or any other power undertakes 
action against Turkey, the 0.5.5.2. will remain 
Similerly Turkey wiil romain neutral if the 
attacked. Second, the same principls of neutrality will | 
apply in the case of en alliance “or sgreement of political 
Character" directed syainst eithex party. Thus the Soviet 
Government, if it should do the unexpected by becoming a 

member of the League. wovld noi assist that body in foreing 

the Mosul decision on Turkey. 

Such is the application of the published jext of this 1 | 
agreement. But what is new about it? Nothing, What is 
its value? One-hundveith of one psx cent of 4 pre-war 
rouble, at e fair estimate, Treety or no treaty, 1t is 
of no purpose to provide against che remote possibility 
of the participation of aither carty in enforcing the 
decision of the League against either. furkey has no 
important dispute with Moscow; it is highly improbable 
that during the next three years for which the treaty is 
valid she would profit from an attack of the Little Entente 
and/or other powers against the U.S.S.R. 


But there is one point that is important, and strange 
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gsnough the Press seems not to acon That iss 


What will be dome if Turse oF 38 


tho aggressor? Whst would Moseow do if Burkey shoald 
fend troops into the Viloret -- a matter which 
Beemed at the time of signature of the sgroement nore 
probsbie then it does now -- and by foing ec provoke a 
wer bovh with Great Britain and the lieagus? Cthor 
appiisaiiang of the gusadtion aro easy to evolve. In 
resred: of this poimt alone can on nereenert hetwoen 
Turkey and the U.3.8-R bes signifiasnt? the text as 
published does mot gover the point, But there ars 
things in post-war Burane than entire sgregments 
Cf cgreemente that dc not find thoir way into 


vac Leagae of Nations, or any other Troaty dertes. 


The text of the Agreement as published follows! 
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December 17, 1925, the Soviet Government and tho 


Government of the Turkish Republic concluded an agreeueut 
that »rovides for the neutrality of eaci ii. case o* 
azsression against either party by one or more > overs. 

No mention is made of the »,olicy to de folloved in case 
one of the contracting parties itsolf woro the avcrcssor. 
If an arnod conflict between Turkey and Great Britain 
over Iiosul should arisc as a result of Turkish aggression, 
for examplo, the text as published would not cover tio 
contingency. 

The Buropean press has genorally charactcrizod the 
egreemont as the Turkish reply to the Mosul Award of tho 
Seague and as tho Soviet roply to the Locarno agrcemenis. 
It mey be of interest to note in this connection that the 


nogotiations wore first besun in sngora some time before, 


The final signature in Paris is stated >> Russian officials 


to have beon only 2 matter of chance. 


lir. Litvinov, the acting Soviot foroign minister ait 


tie time, made the following statement evout the azrecement 1 


"The agreement completed the undscrstanding 


the two countries that has long oxisied (Troaty of March 15, 
1921). I shall not dony thet the formal definition of our 


1 
Prevda, December 24, 1925, p. 6. 
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relations with Turkey and the hurriod signaturo of tho 
a wore calilod forth by rwrours 2ppearing froquently 
in the Anglo-jmorican press and bocoiiing moro insistent of 
lato, of a socret agreonont ocneludod powrdon tho U.S.5.2. 
and Italy and direciod against Turkoy. On the othor hand 
tho Soviot Govormiont was @waro of tho attompt of cortain 
countries to draw Turkey into political combinations against | 
it. Tho signature of the prosent agrooment will sto» thoso 
falso rumours....... 

The agrcoment, as tho toxt shows, is not dircctod 
against and docs not throaten any country. I consider it r 
my duty to stato that there are no secrets annexes wWhatovcr | 
to tho agrooment or to the protocols. The best procf of 
the poaceable intentions of tho agreomont is tho fact that 
the Sovict Gcvernnenté is ready to ecncelude an analogous 1 
agreement with 211 countries vith waion i¢ has normal 
relations.” 


1 
she toxt follo'’s. 


L 


srevda, Dvcompos 22, i92h. 
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The Government of tho Union of Seviot Sociclist 
and tho Governmout of the Turkish 
recognizing that tho intercsts of tho two Contracting 
Partios require dofiaivion in oxact torms tonding to 
the stronguhening of giavle ana normal relations betwoon 
thom and tho frlendshin thom, havo in 
viow of this George Chichcrin the Somiissar for Toroign 
Affeirs of the 0.5.5.2, and Towiflo Rushid Bey, linister 
cf Poreign Affairs of the Turkish Re-ublic, whe havo 
agroed on the following pcints. 

Articlo l. 

In tho orent of military action directod against 
oithor of the Contrecting Farty on the part of cne or 
sovoral other countries, tho cthor Contracting Party 
undortaksos tc remain neutral in relation to the first. 

Note. The expreesion ‘military ection" dees not 
apply to military mcnoeuvros, which do not occasion any 
losses to the othor party. 

Srticle 

Zach Oontracting Party undertakes to restrain from any 
attacx against the other party and not to participate in any 
sllianse or agreement of a nolitical charactor with one or more 


third Powers directod against the othor Sontracting Party. 
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lioreover, each 
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Contracting Party undertakes not to particijeto in any 
hostilo act on the nart of one or several powors ageinst 
tho othor Contracting Party, 

Articlo 

Tho present ogrcoment will onter into offoct 
imuacdiatoly aftor its ratification and will remain in 
force for a term of throc years. At the oné of throo 
years tho oresont asroomont shall automaticclly xe prolongod 
aniually if neithor Contracting Party ox»rossos six months 
before the expiry its cosire to declare it void. 

Signed in Paris, Docomber 17, 1925. 
Signatures; Chicherin 7, Rushdi 


Because of its documentary valuo and the fact that 
thoro is no availablc Znglish translation, tho text of the 
1921 agreowont betwoon Turkcoy and the then Russian 
Socialist Poderative Soviet Ro»oublic, to which tho prosont 


agroomont is is given bolow. 
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Protocol 1. 
It is understood that~-coach ofthe contracting 
yartios roserves full of action in its relations’ ~ 
with any third nartics, es long as thoso relations lio 
outside tho licits of tho obligations stionlated by the 
oresont agreeziont. 
Signeé at Paris, Decomber 17, 1925. 


Signaturce. 


Protocol 2. 

The two contracting pcrties unécorstind that the 
oxprossion “of political charactor’ used in Articlo 7 
of the orosent agreoment, is to bo interproted as 
inoluding a11 financial and economic agroemonts botwoen 
any powors directed against ono of tho contracting parties. 


Signed at Paris 


Protocol 3. 
Tho two contracting partios lilowiso plodge thom- 
selvos to ontor into negotiations for tho ostablishmont 
of 2 modus of sottlomont of difforcncos which may arise i} 
betwoon thom and whioh could not be rogulatod by ordinary : 
diplomatic means, 


Signod at 


